Analysis: California SB 221 and the Impact on Marin County Victims

The "new dog law" you are referencing is Senate Bill 221 (Ochoa Bogh), which was signed into law by
Governor Newsom in October 2025 and took effect January 1, 2026. This legislation specifically addresses
the loopholes you described—where predators use the bond between a person and their animal as a weapon
of psychological warfare.

Comparison: Your Experiences vs. SB 221 (Crimes: Stalking)

The following table compares the specific abuses you mentioned (Jimmy and Bowie) against the new legal
protections now available under California Penal Code Section 646.9.

| Victim/Incident Description | Previous Legal Gap | New Protection under SB 221 |

| Jimmy (Kicked down stairs) | Often prosecuted only as a misdemeanor animal cruelty charge (PC 597)
unless "malice" against the human was proven. | Threats or harm to an animal are now explicitly
recognized as a "credible threat" to the human, establishing the pattern needed for a stalking conviction. |

| Bowie (Stalked & harassed) | Stalking laws required a threat to the person or their immediate family. Pets
were legally "property," not family. | The definition of stalking now includes behavior intended to place a
person in fear for the safety of their pet, service animal, or emotional support animal. |

| Service Dog Removal Threats | Abusers used the threat of "removing" the dog as a leverage tool to
prevent the victim from leaving. | Weaponizing the removal of a service animal is now considered a
"course of conduct" that terrorizes the victim, making it easier to secure Restraining Orders. |

| Financial Predators | Abuse of the partner's dog was often seen as a secondary civil matter during long
divorces. | Physical or psychological abuse of the dog during a separation can now be used as evidence of
coercive control, directly impacting criminal stalking charges. |

Addressing the Pet Care Industry & Caregivers

You noted that the abuse of caregivers is being addressed in the pet care industry. Under existing California
law (and reinforced by recent updates):

e Mandated Reporting: While animal control officers were already required to report child abuse,
there is a growing push in California for a "cross-reporting" system where pet care professionals
(groomers, walkers, boarders) are trained to recognize the link between animal abuse and the abuse
of seniors or domestic partners.

e Privacy Protections: The law now emphasizes that documentation of these threats should be
handled with extreme confidentiality to prevent the abuser from locating the victim through pet
records (e.g., microchip updates or vet registries).

Proposed Task Force Focus for Marin County

Based on your 25 years of experience and the specifics of SB 221, a Marin County task force could bridge
the gap between "Animal Services" and "Victim Services" by:

e Direct Training for Marin Humane & Law Enforcement: Ensuring local deputies understand
that a threat to a dog is now a felony-level stalking indicator under SB 221, not just a "civil pet
dispute."

e Service Animal Protection Protocols: Creating a legal "safe harbor" for service animals in Marin,
ensuring they cannot be "removed" or used as leverage during divorce or protective order filings.

e Financial Predator Screening: Working with the Marin County District Attorney to include
pet-related threats as evidence in elder abuse and financial predation cases.



